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a light at the top of a wooden beam at the
intersection holds a sign which says

"Neighborhood Watch" and "Community Spirit." In
the center is a plaque, hung from the old wall
behind the light, which reads "Neighborhood

Watch Organization of Philadelphia. Month and
Day Membership Free. Christian Service."

"Residents, city workers and family members of
the neighborhood got together and said, 'We need

a way to make this neighborhood safe,'" said
Dennis O'Malley, 38, a member of the

organization and a graduate student at Drexel
University. "They came up with the idea that we

would do neighbor watches in the area." For
some, it's just the difference between having a
group of volunteers on the corner and having a

police officer's car pull up at the intersection. The
watch features 28 check points designed to stop
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two groups of miscreants - young people and
teens who are hanging out and loitering, and the

homeless population. "We are trying to encourage
people to use the sidewalks," O'Malley said. "We
want to discourage the loitering and teenagers

out of their cars." "Another group that is trying to
get out of their cars is the homeless," he added.

"There are a lot of people who have mental health
problems, some have run out of medications."

"There are people who have slept in the car, they
don't want to go home. I feel like I have made
quite a difference." At the recent Spirit Church
Christmas party, O'Malley was impressed with

how well things had gone. "The only part I wasn't
able to get to was the
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