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hilton t ponemitow 2007 Back in May I got the phone call. My dad was in the hospital, very sick.. I picked
up the phone and the voice on the other end said, "Is this Edwin Ellis?" 'Man, how'd I get here?" My dad

did not start with drug abuse or anything like that -- he had cancer. I never expected to call my dad
"man." But that was my first reaction, and that is a bad sign.. My dad's voice was flat, like he was deep
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under water and was barely able to take a breath, and it was the same voice I had heard over the phone
the past few times that he was hospitalized.. "When? And where?" I asked. "Edwin -- he's in Houston right

now," he said. "The doctor says he'll be dead in three days. That's what they usually get.". His chest
seemed to get tight in a way that made it hard for him to breathe and made my heart physically hurt to
see him so uncomfortable.. "Edwin, we're going to get your dad into hospice." "I'm gonna need to spend
the night. I can't go home." "No," my mom said. "Edwin, I have a job to go back to tonight. I don't have a
car." "You can get a ride and my mom will bring you home.". "If you can get a ride to the hospice tonight,
I'm sure they'd take you." "I'm staying with him tonight. They only take care of my dad for four days, and

it doesn't take that long for him to die," my dad said.. After we got the keys to my dad's room, I felt
almost frantic.. "Your mom doesn't have a car?" I asked. "Does she know where you can get one?" "How

long do you need a car for?" "Forty-five minutes. I'll call my mom and see if she has a car." After about 20
minutes, she called and told me that she was going to pick up one from her workplace and bring it. I

would have to find a way to get a ride home after that, and then I'd have to find another ride the next
day.. "Well, how'd it go? Did you get the car?" my mom asked. "Let me talk to your dad first," I said.. "How

you doing, baby
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